
   
 

 
 
 
 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2012  AT 7:04 PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed (West-Ward)                   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   ____ X____  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____ X____  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____ X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   _________  ___7:06pm 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____________  ___7:04pm 
Hon. Tency A. Eason   (North- Ward)  _____X___  _________ 
Council President 
  

           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Shinell Smith, Deputy Clerk    ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    _________                 ____X____ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney     ____X____  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legislative Research Officer                  ____X____                 _________ 
      Valerie Jackson, Acting Deputy Director of Admin.   ____X_____  __________ 

Shirley Bailey, Clerk’s Office    ____X_____  _________  
  
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
  
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 
 2)         The Deputy Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., 

“Sunshine Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger  
and published in The Orange Transcript on July 14, 2011, posted on the Bulletin Board 
in City Hall and filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
 3)        MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
 None  
 
 Council President Eason announced there will be no derogatory remarks made tonight.   
 She said we are here to discuss City business. 

 
 4)       RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

 
The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the       
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any resolution 
or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
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Council President Eason recognized Councilman Corbitt. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked about a payment on the bill list for Dialogic Communications 
Corp., for $15,000.00. 
 
Valerie Jackson, Acting Director of Administration, stated she did not have the answer 
tonight but will get back to the Council with the information.  She said she did not get a 
copy of the bill list in her agenda package. 
 
Council President Eason asked Ms. Jackson why there are no directors in attendance 
tonight.  She said when directors attend the Council Meetings, they are able to answer 
questions the Council or residents may have.  Council President Eason stated it is not fair 
to the Council or residents to have to wait for an answer when no directors are present. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated the Administration decided that going forward, the directors did not 
have to attend the Council Meetings.  She said she and Mr. Braker would do their best to 
answer any questions. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked how the Council is supposed to conduct business for the City 
when the directors are not here to answer questions. He then asked about a duplicate 
payment on the bill list for $18,077.00 to Reliable Wood products.  He asked if this amount 
was deducted from the total of the bill list. 
 
Ms. Jackson said it looks like the amount is included and she does not know why there is a 
handwritten note indicating a duplicate.  Again, she said she would look into the matter 
and get back to the Council with an answer. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked about Resolution 34-2012 and said he guessed he would not be 
able to get an answer because there was no one at the meeting from the police department. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated this is an annual grant that we normally apply for and we get anywhere 
from $75,000.00 to $90,000.00 on an annual basis depending on the funding and this is for 
officers that are already here. 
 
 Council President Eason recognized Councilman Abdul-Rasheed 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed asked wasn’t it always a policy to have directors attend the 
Council Meetings.  He asked again why the directors are not here tonight and when was 
this decided. 
 
Ms. Jackson said again it is at the discretion of the Administration if the directors should 
attend the Council Meetings or not.  She said again, going forward, the Administration has 
decided the directors would not be required to attend the Council Meetings. 
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilman Marable 
 
Councilman Marable asked about the Lease Agreement for Resolution 29-2012.  He said 
his question is on page 3, second paragraph and he read it into the record.   
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Mr. Braker, City Attorney stated that paragraph should not be in the lease.  He said there 
are issues concerning that portion of the lease and should be dealt with separately.  He said 
 
there has to be ongoing discussions with respect to any percentage that we get from the 
County relative to the construction of that pavilion since it is in our senior area.  He said 
they have not presented us with what they may end up charging at some point of time for 
the use of that pavilion, (assuming that is developed).  He said that is why that paragraph 
should be taken out of the Lease Agreement. 
 
Councilman Marable stated he received the letter from the County (J. DiVincenzo) tonight 
and asked should the information in the letter be clarified and added to the Lease 
Agreement before the Council is asked to vote on Resolution 29-2012. 

 
Councilman Marable asked how you arrive to an enforceable agreement if it is not part of 
the lease.  He said you may never come to a meeting of the minds as to that, in which case, 
all of the discussions that we have had and his understanding is that particular space was a 
piece of negotiations in the agreement. 
 
Mr. Braker stated you would do a separate agreement.  He said you could do an 
amendment to the lease.  He said you could have a separate contractual agreement relative 
to that particular issue. 
 
Councilman Marable stated he came here tonight hoping to vote for this.  He said he 
understands Mr. Braker’s answers but he somewhat disappointed.  He said discussions 
have been going on for the past year.  He asked what would be discounted. 
 
Mr. Braker stated Mr. J. DiVincenzo had discussed that in his presentation to the Council. 
 
Council President Eason stated she received a call from Mr. DiVincenzo.  She said she was 
asked was the Council going to pass the resolution on the leasing of the reservoir.  She said 
she had a concern about the pavilion taken out of the contract.  She said she told Mr. 
DiVincenzo her concerns and he told her, she had his word.  She told Mr. DiVincenzo she 
wanted it in writing, thus, the letter.   
 
Councilman Marable stated there is mention of demolition in the lease and he wanted more 
information.   
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed stated he will not be voting for the lease of the reservoir.  He 
said he believes the contract should include all that is involved instead of a letter.  He said 
he thinks this is political and the Mayor came to the meeting when Joe DiVincenzo gave his 
presentation.  He said he will not be voting for this prior to May 8, 2012. 
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilman Morton 
 
Councilman Morton said the lease of the reservoir is basically a done deal.  He said at the 
end of the day, we will have more than we do now.  He said he thinks the resolution for 
lease of the reservoir should be passed.  He said Joe DiVincenzo did not take out the section 
about the pavilion in the lease. 
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Council President Eason read a portion of the lease that included the pavilion.  
 
Mr. Braker stated the contract was negotiated with the County’s representative, not Joe 
DiVincenzo. 
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated some residents said they may never use the reservoir and 
would rather have the money come back to the coffers and spread out amongst the citizens.   
 
Council President stated rather than beat this to death, she is asking that the resolution for 
the lease of the reservoir is withdrawn, reworked and brought back to the Council. 
 
Mr. Braker stated the money made from the lease of the reservoir comes into the general 
coffers; it cannot be designated for this and that, pursuant to law. 
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilman Marable 
 
Councilman Marable asked about the capital improvement fund and said he did not know 
we had such a budget. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated we do have a capital improvement fund and it has a limited amount of 
dollars in it.  She said it is the 2010 annual financial statement and also the 2010 audit.  She 
said the last time she checked, there was about $60,000.00 in it. She said we needed to pay 
for our portion of the curb cuts on Oakwood Avenue.  She said the County is paying for 
the curb cuts on the park side and the City is paying for the curb cuts on the building side.  
 
Councilman Marable asked if the City is using the term capital improvement fund and 
capital budget interchangeably. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated in this case, they are one in the same.  She said it really should be 
referring to the capital improvement fund. 
 
Councilman Marable stated the general capital improvement fund is a lump sum of about 
$60,000.00 that has been sitting since 2010 and has not been used since. 
 
Ms. Jackson responded yes. 
 
Councilman Marable asked if there is a capital budget that is being amended. 
 
Ms. Jackson said not as of yet.  She said the Council has requested that we put together a 
capital program and what typically is done is you list the item to include in the capital 
program by priority, at such time, if the Council so chooses, they can fund a capital budget.   
 
Councilman Marable asked Ms. Jackson if she knew who drafted this. 
 
Ms. Jackson said she thinks the CFO (John Ditinyak) drafted this.  She said it really should 
say capital improvement fund. 
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Council President Eason asked Ms. Jackson when are we going to get the capital budget 
that we have been requesting since November 2011. 
 
Ms. Jackson said we asked all of the department directors to submit their capital request.  
She said it will be part of the calendar year 2012 budget when that is presented to the 
Council.  She said the budget is in progress right now, we are working on it and we are  
 
almost completed with the annual financial statement which is a prerequisite.   She said 
they plan to introduce the budget as soon as possible.  She said the State has amended the 
due date of the budget to March because they have not finalized their state aid numbers.  
She said it our intent to meet the March timeframe. 
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked the same question, what amount is in the capital 
improvement fund. 
 
Ms. Jackson repeated the answers given before. 
 
Councilwoman Williams there is no account number and asked is there a reason why. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated there is no reason and that it should have an account number.   
 
Councilwoman Williams stated we are taking $24,000.00 from the account, how do we 
know we are not taking away from something that is more of a priority? 
 
Ms. Jackson said again, the directors submitted their requests and Mr. Mason is working 
on the budget with the directors to prioritize some of those requests.  She said the requests 
are far greater than $60,000.00.   
 
Council President Eason recognized Councilman Abdul-Rasheed 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed asked Council President Eason to announce why the meeting 
is not televised and why there are no directors at the Council Meeting. 
 
Council President Eason said an explanation will be forthcoming after the discussion of 
Agenda Items. 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed asked about Resolution 32-2012.  He said with all the cleaners 
we have in Orange, we could not find one to facilitate the cleaning needs for the employees 
of the City of Orange. 
 
Ms. Jackson stated we go through a bidding process.  She said there was a workshop last 
year to explain the bidding process.  She said there was a low turnout.  She said it is our 
desire to use businesses in Orange.  
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Councilman Abdul-Rasheed referred to an item on the bill list and wanted to know about 
the $1800.00 for Chess for Life.  He asked if this is the gentleman that gave a presentation 
earlier.  He said he did not remember voting for this. 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated from her memory, we did respond to a grant (ROID). 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed asked if we voted for the grant, is that paying the $1800. 
 
 
Ms. Jackson stated yes and all expenditures have to be approved the Council. 
 
Ms. Jackson gave the same answers as before as to why the Council Meeting is not 
televised (technical difficulties) and it is the discretion of the Administration that directors 
do not have to attend the Council Meetings.  The directors attend the Council Meeting at 
the request of the Administration.  She said this Council Meeting will be televised at a later 
date. 
 
This conversation went back and forth again. 
 
Council President Eason stated when the Mayor was first elected; the directors were all in 
the front row.   She said they work for the Mayor and she said whatever the Mayor 
dictates that is what happens. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if this new policy should have come before the Council. 
 
Dwayne Warren, Legislative Research Officer, stated in terms of the Council Meeting not 
being televised, there seems to be some technical difficulties.  He said in terms of directors 
not attending the Council Meetings, the statute says the City can contact the Business 
Administrator or Mayor when it needs to speak to a director at the meeting.  He said the 
statute also says the Council has the right to summon any director or employee for any 
need that the Council deems necessary. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked should the Council prepare a resolution requesting 
directors to attend the Council Meeting. 
 
Mr. Warren said the Council has the power and the statute to ask directors to attend the 
Council Meeting. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked that a resolution is prepared to ask directors to attend the 
Council Meetings. 
 
Councilman Corbitt suggested a letter and resolution should be prepared for directors and 
city engineer to attend the meetings and asked that the Council become more unified. 
 
Mr. Braker stated he has to sign resolutions and ordinances for purposes of legality and he 
tell you now under the Faulkner Act this is the Council’s Meeting.  He said no director has 
to come to the meeting; they can be subpoenaed if you have direct questions. He said you 
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cannot take on the administrative role and say who can and cannot attend the Council 
Meeting. 
 
Council President Eason said we are not going to have a debate tonight.  She said Mr. 
Warren will review what the Council’s rights are and get back to the Council. 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed stated this Council can do what it wants to do just like the 
Administration and asked to move the Agenda. 
 
Mr. Braker stated the Council cannot do what it wants to do, if you do, you may end up 
someplace you do not want to be.  He said the LRO does research for the Council; he is not 
the City Attorney. 
 
Council President Eason stated we are lacking direction from attorneys that is equal on 
both sides. 
 
Councilman Morton asked if anything was placed on the books for directors to attend the 
meetings. 
 
Mr. Warren repeated what he said earlier. 

 
    5)      MOTION TO ADJOURN  

 
      Council President Eason entertained a Motion to Adjourn 
 
          MOTION: Corbitt  Voice Vote    SECOND: Jones-Bell 
 
     ADJOURNMENT:   8:20pm     
 
   
               
        Dwight Mitchell     Tency A. Eason 
         Municipal Clerk     Council President 
 
  MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
       Passed on March 20, 2011 
  
  Conference and Regular Meeting February 7, 2012 
    
 Council President Eason entertained a Motion to adopt. 
 
      Motion to Adopt: Corbitt     Second: Morton  
   
 The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Marable, Morton and Eason 
 Nays: None 
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 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Abdul- Rasheed, Jones-Bell and Williams 
 
 Council President Eason ruled the Motion was carried by Five Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and Two Absences. 
 


	Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed (West-Ward)                   ____X____  _________
	Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   ____ X____  _________
	Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____ X____  _________Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____ X____  _________
	Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   _________  ___7:06pmHon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____________  ___7:04pmHon. Tency A. Eason   (North- Ward)  _____X___  _________
	Council President
	           ALSO PRESENT   Shinell Smith, Deputy Clerk    ____X____  _________ Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    _________                 ____X____
	Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney     ____X____  _________
	Dwayne D. Warren, Legislative Research Officer                  ____X____                 _________      Valerie Jackson, Acting Deputy Director of Admin.   ____X_____  __________
	Shirley Bailey, Clerk’s Office    ____X_____  _________

